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the good purposes of legislation, and that to a degree
never before known in any other country. The whole
system of representation and of voting possessed, he
insisted, the absolute confidence of the public. He
flung into the face of Lord Grey the announcement
that he did not intend to propose any scheme which
involved any alteration of the constitution. But
he was not even content with that proclamation ;
he went a little further and announced that so long
as he held a position in any Government he should
always feel it his duty to resist any such proposal
when brought forward by others.

The delivery of such a speech clearly settled the
question as to the Duke's possessing any faculty of
statesmanship, supposing such a question possible.
Almost anybody else in such a position as this would
have thought it enough to say that he himself did
not believe the existing constitution could be im-
proved upon, and that he therefore did not propose
to bring forward any measure for its improvement.
But it would not be like the Duke to content himself
with such a reply. He felt himself bound to go
much further, and to declare that it was absolutely
beyond the wit of man to devise or suggest any
possible improvement, and that therefore he should
feel it his bounden duty to oppose any proposition
brought forward by no matter whom, which began
with the daring and impious suggestion that there
could be any room for improvement in the con-
stitution which the wisdom of our ancestors had
bequeathed to us. The Duke's speech certainly did
not sound the death-knell of Reform ; but it did